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Transparency 

 There is a nation-wide movement of the 

states to establish "transparency" web sites 

for their citizens. In 2012, Montana was one 

of a handful of states that  didn’t have a 

site and received an “F” score by the 

transparency advocacy group U.S. PIRG. 
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Primary Goal of Transparency 

 The goal of the Transparency - Checkbook 

approach is to provide a simple, low-cost 

transparency solution which provides 

public access to state government, non-

confidential, payment information.  

 MCA 2-6-102 (Citizens entitled to inspect 

and copy public writings) 
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Confidentiality  

 Payee Information and Confidentiality 

 

 The individual or business name the payment was 

issued to will be displayed as the Payee Name on 
Montana Checkbook unless the payment is 

marked as confidential 

 

 Payees can be marked as confidential 

 

 Individual Voucher can be marked as 
confidential 
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Confidentiality 

 The vast majority of transactions in the 

Transparency website are public records. 

 Transactions listed as Confidential are the 

exception. 

 Be prepared to justify transactions that are 

listed as Confidential 

 Federal Law 

 State Law 

 Court Case Law 
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Confidential Business Unit 

 

 

 Query MTAP_TRANS_BU_STATUS will return the 

confidential status of an AP BU 
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Confidentiality 
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Payment Confidentiality Indicator 

 



2013 SAD Training  

 

 

 
Changes to the Payment Confidentiality 

Indicator 

 
 
 Navigate to Accounts Payable > Vouchers > Add/Update 

> Voucher  
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Changes to Montana Checkbook 

 
 If an agency identifies a transaction 

published to Montana Checkbook that 

needs to be changed, a data change 

request needs to be submitted to the State 

Accounting Bureau (email: DOA State 

Accounting). Note:  Changing data 

already published to the Montana 

Checkbook does not guarantee the data 

has not already been viewed or 

downloaded. 
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MTAP_TRANSPARENCY_VALIDATE  
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10th of every Month 

 An email will go out to Transparency 

Contacts 

 Transparency Database 

 MTAP_TRANS_DETAIL_WITH_NAME  

 MTAP_TRANS_INFO  

 Agencies have 5 days to review before 

transactions are published. 
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MTAP_TRANS_INFO  
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15th of every Month 

 An email will go out to Transparency 

Contacts 

 Information has been Published.  

 Any changes require a request to State 

Accounting. 
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P-Cards 
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P - Cards 

 


